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KHALED HANAFY FROM THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN DOHA: FINANCIAL INCLUSION AND DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
ARE THE PATH TO HUMAN EMPOWERMENT AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH
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The Secretary-General of the Union
of Arab Chambers, Dr. Khaled
Hanafy, headed the delegation of the
General Secretariat that participated
in the Second World Summit for
Social Development 2025, held
from November 4 to 6 at the Qatar
National Convention Centre, under the
patronage and in the presence of His
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar,
with the participation of heads of
state, prime ministers, and prominent
international figures.

Inhisspeech during the opening session
of the summit, Dr. Khaled Hanafy
stressed that economic and social
empowerment can only be achieved
through genuine financial inclusion
and effective digital transformation,
ensuring the integration of all
segments of society and creating equal
opportunities for everyone. He added
that the shift toward a more inclusive
digital economy represents a long-
term investment in human capital and
contributes to narrowing development
gaps while enhancing productivity and
social justice.

Hanafy affirmed that integrating
persons with disabilities into this
system is not merely a humanitarian
duty but also a  promising
developmental ~ opportunity, by
employing their capabilities within a
supportive digital work environment
that contributes to building more
sustainable communities.

He pointed out that the Union of Arab
Chambers, as a platform representing
the Arab private sector, is working
diligently to promote financial
inclusion and digital transformation
in the Arab world through regional
initiatives, international partnerships,
and  empowering  entrepreneurs
and marginalized groups to enter
the formal economy, in line with
the requirements of sustainable
development and the vision of the
modern economy.

He considered the Qatari experience
in this field to be a model to be
emulated, as it combines social vision
with technological modernization within a partnership between
the public and private sectors, in harmony with the Sustainable
Development Goals 2030, thereby enhancing the ability of
Arab societies to confront current and future developmental
challenges.

As part of the inauguration of the third session of the “Living
Independently for Persons with Disabilities” initiative and its
accompanying exhibition, Dr. Khaled Hanafy stated that “the
opening of the third session of the initiative marks the continuation
of a pioneering national and humanitarian path in empowering
persons with disabilities and ensuring their active participation
in sustainable development.” He explained that “this gathering
is a clear message that building inclusive societies can only be
achieved when everyone, without exception, is granted the right
to a dignified life and independent living.” He emphasized that
“the private sector can be a vital partner in this transformation by
working to provide flexible and accommodating job opportunities
that match the abilities of persons with disabilities and ensure
them decent and sustainable work, while also expanding the
production and adoption of assistive technologies and designing
products and services in an ‘inclusive’ manner that leaves no one
behind.”
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During the high-level side event held
as part of the summit, titled “Towards
Inclusive Social Integration:
Independent Living for Persons with
Disabilities and Poverty Eradication,”
the Secretary-General of the Union
addressed “the role of the private
sector in  supporting economic
development  and  independent
living for persons with disabilities,”
noting that “integrating persons with
disabilities into the economic system
is both a human and social right, as
well as a smart investment in human
capital, productivity enhancement, and
reducing development disparities.”
The  Secretary-General of the
Union, Dr. Khaled Hanafy, called
for “the adoption of comprehensive
employment and diversity policies,
the creation of inclusive work
environments, partnerships  with
organizations of  persons  with
disabilities and civil society, the
innovation of inclusive products and
services, the measurement of impact
and transparency, the enhancement
of institutional culture, and greater
motivation  through  supportive
policies and incentives.”

Dr. Hanafy also delivered a speech
at the session titled “Resilient
Economies, Inclusive Justice:
Cooperative and  Gender-Aligned
Approaches in Artificial Intelligence,”
organized by the Women and Youth
Advancement Foundation (WOYA)
during the Second World Summit for
Social Development 2025. He pointed
out that, in the era of digital trade,
artificial intelligence, data analytics,
smart logistics, and blockchain
technology (a decentralized system for
secure datarecording and transactions),
the goal must be to ensure that the
digital trade infrastructure is gender-
responsive and inclusive of youth, and
that opportunities in digital knowledge
and entrepreneurship reach young men
and women across the region—not
only in urban centers, but also in rural,
underserved, and post-conflict areas.
He said: “At the Union of Arab
Chambers, we promote a regional model of responsible business
that integrates environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
principles, Al ethics, and inclusivity metrics into the private
sector’s agenda. We encourage chambers of commerce across
the region to partner with governments, multilateral development
agencies, and civil society organizations to enhance women’s
access to trade finance, youth training programs in digital and
green sectors, and regional value chain linkages that include
small and medium enterprises, especially those led by women
and young entrepreneurs.”

During his stay in Doha, Dr. Khaled Hanafy, Secretary-General
of the Union of Arab Chambers, visited the headquarters of
Qatar Chamber, where he met with the chamber’s Director
General, Ali Saeed Bu Sherbak Al Mansouri, in the presence
of the chamber’s advisor, Sayed Ragab. The meeting discussed
the state of cooperation between the Union of Arab Chambers
and Qatar Chamber, and the importance of the role played by
the Arab private sector in development and in strengthening
Arab economies. At the conclusion of the meeting, Al Mansouri
presented a commemorative shield to the Secretary-General in
appreciation of his efforts to elevate the status of the Union of
Arab Chambers and the Arab private sector.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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I THE UNION OF ARAB CHAMBERS PARTICIPATES IN THE “SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY”
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The Union of Arab Chambers
participated in the activities of the
Sixth International Congress on Social
Responsibility, organized by the
Social Welfare Institutions in Lebanon
— Dar Al-Aytam Al-Islamiyah, under
the patronage of the Prime Minister
of Lebanon, Dr. Nawaf Salam, and
in partnership with the Regional
Network for Social Responsibility.
The event saw wide Lebanese and
Arab participation from official,
parliamentary, diplomatic, economic,
and media figures.

The Congress included scientific and
discussion sessions. The first scientific
session addressed the topic “The Role
of Non-Governmental Organizations
in Promoting Respect for International Humanitarian Law.” The
second scientific session was titled “Global Professional Tools
for Addressing Practical and Field Challenges Facing NGOs in
Their Humanitarian Work.”

A side event was also held under the title “Corporate Social
Responsibility and Social Welfare Conference — Effective
Partnerships in Challenging Environments.” It included a
first discussion session on “The Role of the Private Sector in
Consolidating Social Responsibility and Supporting Vulnerable
Groups.” The event concluded with the launch of the “Athar
Charter for Social Responsibility” as a regulatory framework
for partnership between the public and private sectors, aiming
to consolidate the principles of governance, transparency, and
the sustainability of social impact. The second discussion session
was titled “The Legal and Financial Framework Governing
Fragile Social Responsibility,” while the third scientific session
discussed the topic “Strategies for Building Competence and
Capacity in International Humanitarian Law.”
Recommendations

The proceedings of the Sixth International Congress on Social
Responsibility concluded with a set of recommendations aimed
at strengthening the humanitarian and social work system and
consolidating the principles of social responsibility in the Arab
world. The most prominent of these recommendations were as
follows:

e Strengthening effective partnerships with international,
regional, and global civil society organizations.

* Transforming the role of organizations from reaction to
initiative, thereby enhancing the effectiveness and sustainability

of humanitarian work.

* Establishing joint Arab digital
platforms to exchange evidence and
reference practices in humanitarian
work.

e Issuing a unified Arab guide on the
ethics of field humanitarian work to
serve as an accredited reference in the
region.

* Integrating humanitarian ethics
training into qualification programs
for workers in the humanitarian and
social sectors.

* Activating ethical monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms to ensure
compliance with standards of integrity
and transparency.

* Embedding humanitarian culture
within education and media systems to promote values of
solidarity and responsibility.

 Adopting the principles of good governance, transparency, and
international accountability in managing community work.

* Developing advanced professional and ethical mechanisms to
improve institutional performance in humanitarian organizations.
» Establishing practical visions and quality initiatives that
promote respect for international humanitarian law in Arab
contexts.

e Affirming the Lebanese government’s commitment to
providing practical support for every initiative that contributes to
sustainable development and enhances values of citizenship and
trust between citizens and institutions.

* Calling on the private sector and civil society institutions to
engage in a comprehensive national project that positions social
responsibility as a driving force for building a new Lebanon.

e Emphasizing the interconnection between economic vision
and moral duty to achieve human development and enhance
sustainable financing for community projects.

* Identifying the professional competencies required in training
fields and adopting clear systems and standards for programs and
trainers.

* Encouraging the establishment of Arab alliances for training,
capacity building, and experience exchange in humanitarian and
community work.

e Calling for the adoption of the “Arab Social Responsibility
Index” developed through the “Sociality” platform as a unified
measurement tool for responsible practices in the Arab world.
Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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